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In The Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A link plate for an energy guide chain, the link plate comprising: 
a first overlap region and a second overlap region, each overlap including a central region 

and a first outer region and a second outer region surrounding the central region; 
and a stop face joined to each outer region. 
ov e rlap r e gions with an angl e positioning of th e stop fac e s limiting th e en e rgy 

guid e chain, charact e riz e d by th e fact that th e ov e rlap r e gions always hav e a 
c e ntral r e gion which is surround e d by at l e ast two r e gions in which som e stop 
faces ar e arrang e d . 

2. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1, charact e riz e d by wherein the 
twe first and second outer regions comprise stop faces spaced irregularly relative to one another 
whereby an which ar e d e sign e d so that, in th e cas e of an e n e rgy guid e chain composed of link 
plat e s, th e angular position of [[the]] an energy guide chain composed of such link plates to be 
[[is]] different depending on the pivoting direction. 

3. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1, characterized by a first 
region , which has stop fac e s, wh e r e th ese d e t e rmin e th e having a plurality of stop faces arranged 
to provide prestressing of [[the]] an energy link chain in th e case of an energy guide chain 
composed of a plurality of such link plates. 

4. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1 , charact e riz e d by a wherein 
the second outer region, which has comprises stop faces , wh e re th ese e n e rgy guid e chains 
d e t e rmin e defining a radius of curvature in a transition region between a lower trunk and an 
upper trunk in the cas e of an energy guide chain composed of such link plates. 



3 



Applicant: Eckl et al. 
Application No.: 10/568,840 

5. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1, characteriz e d by a third 
r e gion which has at l e ast on e farther comprising a stop joined to the central region, each stop 
with at least on e having a stop face and which has with a spring-elastic charact e ristic surface . 

6. (Currently Amended) A link plate for an energy guide chain, the link plate comprising: 
a first overlap region and a second overlap region, each overlap including a central region 

and a first outer region and a second outer region surrounding the central region; 
a stop face joined to each outer region; and 

a stop joined to the central region, each stop having a stop face with a spring-elastic 
surface Th e link plate according to claim 5, charact e riz e d by th e fact that and 
wherein the stop has an essentially a substantially V-shaped cross-section. 

7. (Currently Amended) A link plate for an energy guide chain, the link plate comprising: 
a first overlap region and a second overlap region, each overlap including a central region 

and a first outer region and a second outer region surrounding the central region; 
a stop face joined to each outer region; and 

a stop joined to the central region, each stop having a stop face with a spring-elastic 

surface Th e link plate according to claim 5, characterized by th e fact that th e at 
l e ast on e wherein the stop face is made of a first material, and wherein the stop 
face has at l e ast on e a contact region which is made of a second material which 
has having a lower hardness than the first material. 

8. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1, wherein characteriz e d by the 
fact that the central and outer regions are e s se ntially substantially concentric with respect to one 
another. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1, characteriz e d by th e fact that 
at l e ast some wherein the stop faces hav e an es s e ntially are substantially convex fefm in shape . 

10. (Currently Amended) The link plate according to claim 1 , charact e riz e d by th e fact 
that at l e ast som e wherein the stop faces hav e an es s e ntially are substantially concave fena in 
shape . 

1 1 . Canceled 

Please add the following new claims: 

12. (New) An energy guide chain, formed from link plates, wherein at least one link plate 
comprises: 

a first overlap region and a second overlap region, each overlap including a central region 
and a first outer region and a second outer region surrounding the central region; 
and 

a stop face joined to each outer region. 

13. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the stops are disposed 
on the two outer regions to define an angular position of the energy guide chain that varies 
depending on the pivoting direction of the energy guide chain. 

14. (New) The link plate according to claim 12, wherein a first region has stop faces 
disposed at positions to prestress the energy guide chain. 

15. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the second outer region 
has stop faces disposed at positions to define a radius of curvature in a transition region between 
a lower trunk and an upper trunk. 

16. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, and further comprising a stop 
joined to the central region, wherein the stop has a stop face with a spring-elastic surface. 
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17. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the stop is substantially 
V-shaped in cross-section. 

18. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the stop face is made 
of a first material, and the stop face comprises at least one region which is made of a second 
material of a lower hardness than the first material. 

19. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the central and outer 
regions of the link plate are substantially concentric with respect to one another. 

20. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the stop faces are 
substantially convex in shape. 

21. (New) The energy guide chain according to claim 12, wherein the stop faces are 
substantially concave in shape. 
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